Cleddau Reach VC Primary School

Key Stage 2 English Policy 2015
Introduction

The English Policy and scheme of work for Cleddau Reach Primary School reflects the National Curriculum for Wales revised subject orders and programmes of study subject orders from September 2015 and the curriculum characteristics outlined within them.
There are three attainment targets for English. These are oracy, reading and writing.
The National Framework for Literacy provides a clear structure for developing literacy skills across the curriculum in a differentiated and meaningful way.
Focus Statement for Key Stage 2

The Key Stage 2 policy and scheme of work for English at Cleddau Reach School aims to develop each of the following statutory focus statements for this subject:

· At Key Stage 2 learners build on the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired during the Foundation Phase.

· Progress is achieved through an integrated programme of speaking, listening, reading and writing. 

· Learners are presented with experiences and opportunities that link with the requirements of the skills and range sections of the programmes of study.
· They become confident, coherent and engaging speakers, working as individuals and as members of a group. Their experiences will include opportunities to take part in drama and role-play activities. 

· They develop as active and responsive listeners in a wide range of situations. 

· Throughout the Key Stage, they experience a progressively wide range of demanding texts, for enjoyment and information, so that they can develop into fluent and effective readers. 

· They become competent writers, writing clearly and coherently in a range of forms and for a range of purposes. 

· They acquire a growing understanding of the need to adapt their speech and writing to suit purpose and audience. 

· They work with increasing accuracy and become reflective and evaluative in relation to their own and others’ achievements.

Additional Information on Key Stage 2 English
· The Cleddau Reach scheme of work for English at Key Stage 2 has been developed to fully meet the requirements of the English curriculum and the 2015 revised orders. 
· The skills and range of learning experiences within the programme of study for Key Stage 2 English are outlined below.

Oracy Skills
Pupils should be given opportunities to develop their oral skills through:

· listen and view attentively, responding to a wide range of communication

· identify key points and follow up ideas through question and comment, developing response to others in order to learn through talk

· communicate clearly and confidently, expressing opinions, adapting talk to audience and purpose, using appropriate gesture, intonation and register in order to engage the listener

· develop their awareness of the social conventions of conversation and discussion

· develop their ability to use a range of sentence structures and vocabulary with precision, including terminology that allows them to discuss their work

· develop their understanding of when it is necessary to use standard English, and use formal and informal language appropriately

· evaluate their own and others’ talk and drama activities and develop understanding of how to improve, considering how speakers adapt their vocabulary, tone, pace and style to suit a range of situations.
Range of Learning within Oracy

Pupils should be given opportunities to develop their oral skills through:
· seeing and hearing different people talking, including people with different dialects

· experiencing and responding to a variety of stimuli and ideas: visual, audio and written

· communicating for a range of purposes, e.g. presenting information, expressing opinions, explaining ideas, questioning, conveying feelings, persuading
· speaking and listening individually, in pairs, in groups and as members of a class

· using a variety of methods to present ideas, including ICT, e.g. drama approaches, discussion and debate
· presenting, talking and performing for a variety of audiences

· increasing their confidence in language use by drawing on their knowledge of English, Welsh and other languages

· engaging in activities that focus on words, their derivation, meanings, choice and impact.

Reading Skills
· Pupils should be given opportunities to:
· develop phonic, graphic and grammatical knowledge, word recognition and contextual understanding within a balanced and coherent programme
· develop their ability to read with fluency, accuracy, understanding and enjoyment
· read in different ways for different purposes, including: skimming, scanning and detailed reading using prediction, inference and deduction distinguishing between fact and opinion, bias and objectivity in what they read/view
· recognise and understand the characteristics of different genres in terms of language, structure and presentation

· consider what they read/view, responding orally and in writing to the ideas, vocabulary, style, presentation and organisation of image and language, and be able to select evidence to support their views

· use a range of appropriate information retrieval strategies including ICT, e.g. the alphabet, indexes and catalogues
· retrieve and collate information and ideas from a range of sources including printed, visual, audio, media, ICT and drama in performance

· use the knowledge gained from reading to develop their understanding of the structure, vocabulary, grammar and punctuation of English, and of how these clarify meaning

· consider how texts change when they are adapted for different media and audiences.

Reading Range
Pupils should be given opportunities to develop their reading/reviewing skills through:

· becoming enthusiastic and reflective readers

· reading individually and collaboratively

· experiencing and responding to a wide range of texts that include:
information, reference and other non-literary texts, including print, media, moving image and computer-based materials poetry, prose and drama, both traditional and contemporary texts with a Welsh dimension and texts from other cultures
· reading/viewing extracts and complete texts:
with challenging subject matter that broadens perspectives and extends

thinking, e.g. environmental issues, sustainability, animal rights, healthy eating with a variety of structural and organisational features that show quality and variety in language use
that reflect the diversity of society in the twenty-first century and individual pupils’ personal choice of reading matter.

Writing Skills
Pupils should be given opportunities to communicate in writing and to:

· use the characteristic features of literary and non-literary texts in their own writing, adapting their style to suit the audience and purpose

· use a range of sentence structures, linking them coherently and developing the ability to use paragraphs effectively

· use punctuation to clarify meaning including full stop, exclamation and question marks, comma, apostrophe, bullet points, speech marks

· choose and use appropriate vocabulary use the standard forms of English: nouns, pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, connectives and verb tenses

· develop and use a variety of strategies to enable them to spell correctly

· use appropriate vocabulary and terminology to consider and evaluate their own work and that of others

· draft and improve their work, using ICT as appropriate, to:

plan, draft, revise, proof-read and prepare a final copy

· present writing appropriately:

developing legible handwriting, using appropriate features of layout and presentation, including ICT.

Writing Range

Pupils should be given opportunities to develop their writing skills through:

· writing for a range of purposes, e.g. to entertain, report, inform, instruct, explain, persuade, recount, describe, imagine and to generate ideas

· writing for a range of real or imagined audiences

· writing in a range of forms

· writing in response to a wide range of stimuli: visual, audio and written.

Implementation of Policy within Key Stage 2
· Each teacher aims to create a learning environment which develops the three attainment targets for English in an interesting and supportive way.

· In order to ensure that the delivery of English reflects breadth, balance, continuity and progression there is a long and medium term plan for each term that is agreed with the co-ordinator and made available to all staff.
· The scheme of work planning includes resources from a wide range of subjects, authors and genres. 
· Within Cleddau Reach School each classteacher takes responsibility for the daily organisation and management of literacy within their own classroom. 
· Weekly and daily planning ensures that objectives, activities and resources are well thought out and include:
· Clear differentiated learning objectives
· Opportunities for the development of oral, reading and written work in a differentiated way
· The integration of key skills into English activities
· An opportunity for reflection and assessment for future learning
· Letters and Sounds is used throughout the Foundation Phase.  Letters and Sounds and some POPAT activities are used in Key Stage 2 classes as a resource for targeted Basic Skills and SEN groups.

· All staff recognise the importance of developing language skills across the Primary Curriculum and we aim to provide through the study of English, opportunities to develop essential basic skills.
· In English, learners explore, plan, develop and reflect on ideas through speech, reading and writing, responding to their own work as well as that of others. 
· They analyse, structure and organise their work; use language creatively; use errors and unexpected outcomes to develop their learning; use their knowledge about language to explain and predict; describe links and similarities in language; identify patterns and formulate rules; discuss their language learning and evaluate their success.

·  Learners at Cleddau Reach Primary communicate through speaking, listening, reading and writing, developing these skills through appraisal of their own work and that of others. In doing so, they learn how to communicate effectively for a range of purposes and with a range of audiences. They deal with extended and increasingly complex language in order to develop as independent and confident users. Their communication skills in Welsh/English support and enhance the development of skills in other areas of the curriculum.

·  Learners develop their ICT skills by communicating and sharing information, and by using technology to research, develop and present their work. They have the opportunities to use a wide range of ICT equipment and software within English lessons. Since September 2016 aspects of the Digital Competence Framework have been included within the planning for English.
· Learners develop skills in the cross-curricular use of differentiated numeracy skills through challenges which include number rhymes, ordering events in time, gathering information in a variety of ways, including questionnaires; accessing, selecting, recording and presenting data in a variety of formats.

· English contributes to the Curriculum Cymreig by developing learners’ understanding of the cultural identity unique to Wales. They develop awareness of the literary and linguistic heritage through the study of literary, non-literary, media and other texts, and through activities which explore issues pertinent to life in Wales, past and present.

· English contributes to learners’ personal and social education by providing opportunities to develop their understanding of social interaction through collaborative working. The exploration and reflection upon texts dealing with a range of themes can encourage the development of self-knowledge, emotional maturity and empathy with the human condition.

· The English curriculum provides opportunities for local illustrators and authors to provide workshops within the school.

· Arad Goch theatre company and Torch Theatre outreach workshops also provide workshops, which develop oracy skills, the Curriculum Cymrieg and areas of PSE.

· Basic skills groups are identified in each class, and support is provided through programmes such as: Accelerated Literacy, guided reading and POPAT.
· Each class has its own reading area, containing a range of fiction and non-fiction texts.  A large reference library is situated in a central area of the school and Cleddau Reach uses the Primary Librarian Software to support the development of reading skills.
· All learners have the opportunity to choose and borrow a reading book from their class library.  
· There is also a literacy element in the allocation of homework in the junior classes and this is clearly noted in the Homework Diary.
· Learners are encouraged to use areas of study across the curriculum as a stimulus for their work in English.  This includes; dramatic presentations at Carew Castle, role-play in a variety of situations such as St Fagans and Castell Henllys.  In Year 3 and 4 learners design a story book for Foundation Phase pupils as part of their Design Technology unit. This book is dedicated to one of the Foundation Phase pupils and includes some of their interests within the story.
· The school has developed a ‘Storytelling’ garden, which provides opportunities for creating and developing story telling skills in a stimulating outdoor setting
· Circle time and educational philosophy are used to develop speaking and listening, as well as thinking skills throughout Key Stage 2.
· The value of discussion in pairs is recognised as a powerful learning tool across the curriculum.

· Wherever possible learners are encouraged to write for a purpose, for example: producing leaflets outlining Internet safety, writing and e-mailing organisations and people linked to a wide variety of learning areas, such as; National Parks, The Welsh Assembly and Darwin Science.
· The school encourages learners to be actively involved in initiatives such as, ‘The Writing Squad’ and  local projects such as developing stories for the Llangwm Literature Festival.
· All learners work alongside their teacher to identify their own targets in English.  These are reviewed with the learner on a regular basis.

· Throughout Key Stage 2 learners are given weekly opportunities to develop their extended writing skills.  This includes the regular use of drafting, the use of ‘Response partners’ and redrafting of work.
The Role of the Key Stage 2 English Co-ordinator

· To work closely with the Foundation Phase Language, Literacy and Communication co-ordinator and the LNF co-ordinator to ensure smooth progression in English development.
· Support colleagues in the implementation of the English curriculum.
· Monitor the progression and continuity of English teaching within Key Stage 2 and the use of assessment for learning and summative assessment.
· Keep up to date with developments in the teaching of English and disseminate information to colleagues.
· Organise and monitor the use of and need for new resources for the subject.
Assessment
Details of the assessment strategies for English at Key Stage 2 are included within the Cleddau Reach Key Stage 2 Assessment Policy. National Tests in Reading are undertaken each May by all children from Year 2-Year 6.
Special Educational Needs

Children with special needs will be identified by the class teacher and the ALNCO notified. These children will be put on the school’s SEN register at the appropriate level. Additional support will be provided through School Action or School Action Plus. Children on the SEN register will have an IEP and this will outline any additional targets relating to English. 
